MUH 101
Fall 2014
Troping Two Ways

Due Wednesday, November 12

Time to channel two of our favorite monks—Notker Balbulus and Leoninus. You’re going to follow in their footsteps and trope your chant in a couple of different ways.

Notker’s Horizontal Trope
1. Start with your chant, or a portion thereof, should you chant be overly long.
2. Think about how you might expound upon your chant—do you want to use added pitches, added words, or both? Your additions need to be significant. 
3. Add those pitches, text, or both to your existing chant.  (Remember, notated music at this stage of the game is strictly monophonic. It’s a linear world.)

3. Write down your newly troped chant. Use modern stemless notation on regular manuscript paper. (Selections 10 & 11 in your anthology can serve as useful guides.)

Leonin’s Vertical Trope (i.e. Organum)
1. Start with your original chant once again (not the horizontal trope you just created), or a portion, as before.

2. You’re going to use that chant as your tenor. To do that, trope your chant with a less-active rhythmic mode (check out the chart on page 57 in your textbook for possibilities). Set up a two-part score with your now-rhythmic chant taking the bottom part. Be sure to leave plenty of space between your notes, as your top line will be more rhythmically active. Do include your chant lyrics in your copy.

3. After you’ve notated your tenor, trope it vertically, adding a duplum above it. It should be in a more active rhythmic mode than your tenor. All cadences should end in a perfect interval; the entire clausula should end on a unison or octave, and perfect intervals between your two lines should prevail throughout. Selection 24a on page 68 would be an excellent model for you to use. And no, it needn’t be as long as Selection  24a—the length of your discant clausula will be determined by the length of your chant. (If you wrote an especially long chant, feel free to use only part of it, as Leonin did.)
4. Your notation should include rhythms (remember, everything is in compound time), but not meter signatures. (Again, look to Selection 24a in your anthology for guidance.)
Things to remember for both tropes
1. You must turn in your original chant with your two tropes, otherwise I cannot tell if you’ve troped it correctly.

2. Every note and word of your chant must actually be present. You are adding to, not changing.
3. Tritones, whether they are vertical or horizontal, will send you straight to hell, and you won’t get to collect $200 on the way.

